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BALANCE:

DONE — Thee imirial impaes-

sion af Julizmne Swarie’s ex-

hilsin is that % a science

prnject rigped up by Rube
Gualdberg

Oin el oger inspectian. thaugh, the
piece reveals iselfto be 3 thowsghe-
provoking metaphor for the precari

: o1z halanse o
which natural
CCOSYELEmS Sxist,
Eanicutadywhen

umans become a
factor

It was createx
before the cata-
srrqaluic fooding
in Mew Orleans,
but that dizaster
hias highlighied
the relevance of
the waork 1o coniemporary emvinen-
e ntal izsnes,

Swarle nsallation is titled Mas-
aped Flow Echo Systen, ad its on
view through Mew. 19 in the sunlic
Carmall Gallery ar Appalachian State
Unaversity's Turchin Center foc the
Visual Arts.

The plece |s, Ineffect, an electri-
cally poveered sysbem designed o
continually circulate water through
3 number af interoonmecied wbes
and containers. In the process, it hy-
drates a variety of plants

1t's a mechanically complicased
pieci that required some delican:
engineering. Anad ivs all the maore re-
mirkahle sinee Swane didn't design
ir, and didn't kndww what materials
shie would use until she arrived at
tha: university 1o gtan installing it

The installation ook pace during
her bwo-week redidency in Augusi. In
a recent telephone interview, she
satiel that she saw a floor plan of the
gallery before her visit. The avallabil-
iy I;,Il'.ilrﬂﬂh_‘ nataral lEght from win-
dows in the gallery and the proxmi
by of runnirg water in a nearby fosl-
room prompied ber design, she said.

Pt she began her residency with
nio materials ather than some plastic
tubing and several electrically pow-
ened waber puimps thial e bipought
from Brooklyn, whee she lives.

Sweartz bought cxtension cords in
Bsome, and shie scavenged the re-
maining componetls — recyclable
p-'ln:l!ii: saft-drink barcles, Hmu'glam
mivies, plastic plumbing pipes. and
plant specimens — an the campus.

The plants include water hiy-
acinths, bambon, algae amd several

The m

\

essage is pretty clear I

Managed Flow Echo Syatem was installed by Jullanne Swartz, whi fing-taned the

J.uv;:wﬁrll‘-;ﬂ'li

pipes and pamps o that a deflcate balante ts mpintalned and plants sty allve.

types of moss. They are planted in
siv Plexkplas boxes thad originally
wete custom-built as vilrines for use
in protecting semall seulpiures for ex-
hibiien purposes. Swariz has trans-
formed them into epen- opped ter-
Tariums. intercornecied by the plas-
Lic tubie=s that circulate the water,

The plece was clearly designed
for this gallery, which itsellf becomes
part of the art. Swartz had to drill
several holes through some of the
walls o accommmbate the varkous
b and pipes.

Water from a sink in the nearky
pestream is piped into the system
that Swartz has deviced, and live
elecirically- powened puamps conlin-
wally recirculate the water at a rate of
abiat 400 gallons per hour,

[0tk pumnps fail to function
evenly, the system will overflow, she
wrate in a piece for the gallery.
Shauld the water come in direct
contact with the expaded wiring, it
could create an electrical hazand.
And if the water staps Bowing
thraugh the pamps, the pemps will
I dhestroyed and the plants will die.

“When the system is properly bal-
anced, life, in the form of aguatic
plants, is sustained, and the orderly,
diry gallery space is maindzined,” she
WIoit,

Swartz created Mamaged Flow
Felta Sesdent "o set order and chaos

in oppasition,” she wrote, "It oper-
ates swooessfully, but oo the edge ol
failure.”

Getting the pumps properly cali-
birned and all of the ether compe-
nents to operate smoathly wasn't
camy, Swarte said,

The was looded several
times vﬁmr wrked o the plece,

acconding 1o Hank Foreman, the
Turchin Center's direcior and cura-
oL

At one paint the buildings custa-
dian said thar she didn't krow whie
ther the water on the gallery foor
was arl ar the pesuln of an accident 10
e eleaned up, Foreman saud

Eventually, though, Swartz fuse-
uned the systemn 5o itworked even
when the gallery s closed amd the
stadf is awary.

W Juliagnne Swardss innfailatian
rung copeurrenily ar Appelachian
surre Universine's Tunchio Center for
e Visgad Ares aeich & .u'm'pnrni-r in-
statletion by Srephen Hendee. Boeih
ardints are schediled fa presend b
trres ot fheir aark on Saturday
af 7o, af the Turchin Center, as
part of a conference of the Tri-Stare
Seulplore orgenization. The lectnres
are free and cpen 1o e prbdic. The
Twrchin Cender isae 123 W Hﬂg
Serees in Booere, For mare (Rfarma-
tign pleene (B28F 268 3017,



